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A Directive to Support and Regulate
Professional Association No. 849/2021

Whereas, it is stated in the Civil Society
Organizations Proclamation No. 1113/2019 Article
2 sub-article (5) that professional associations
make professional contributions to the public in
addition to promoting the interests of their
members;

Whereas, it is necessary to create a conducive
environment for individuals to form associations
based on their professions and with the objective of
promoting the rights and interests of their
members;

Whereas, it is stated that the bodies regulating the
professional disciplines in which the associations
are engaged shall closely work with the
associations and provide assistance to them, and it
is found necessary to formulate the guidelines
according to which this collaboration shall be
governed;

Whereas, it has become necessary to promote and
support  the contribution of  professional
associations to the country and the public;

Now therefore; the Authority for Civil Society
Organizations has issued this Directive pursuant to
the powers given to it in Article 89 sub-article (2)
of the Proclamation.
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AW YLS Part One
MmPaa General

1. APPC Con
LY avanld P “Poo- @ QYT LI RS

1. Short Title
This Directive may be cited as the “Directive

ANTSREC  avaws @ PC 849/2014” for Supporting and Regulating Professional
T Amdn LTAA:: Associations No. 849/2021”

2. T+CA°% 2. Definitions
LA AN AA TCRIC PO7eAm- In this Directive, unless the context requires

Ay MOFPC 1Y avavl f o0 otherwise:

. 1. “Proclamation” shall the Civil
1) “APE AT PATA  TWNLAA roclamation shath mean fhe

Society Organizations Proclamation No.
LCEAT APE kPC 1113/2011

1113/2019;
Tm-:

2. “Authority” shall mean the “Authority
2) “QAAN7 "0 MAPE. A7 PR 4

AT Mo fl-\ oo}l PhNE.27Y,

for Civil Society Organizations” that

was established pursuant to Article 4 of

ANATT AT TNC Aot the Proclamation & accorded change of
oMo KPE E¢vC  1263/2014 name in accordance to definition and
1L P07 AN e duties of the executive organs of the
PrRRovw-  CONA  TINLAA federal government proclamation No.
LCEAT QA ANT ot 1263/2021.

3) “PG  SLLAIC Tl POTLA 3. “Director-General” shall mean the
®YNLAA CCEAT VA AT PG Director-General of the Authority for

G eLNTC v Civil Society Organizations;

4) “oveg WAL MATE  NawFANT 4. “Profession” shall mean “a profession

that can be attested to by educational
Ao-PS 01T PTVCT AR

credentials that are issued by a
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6)

(A7 oo NAA Am-Pl: AL
0L9° et PoLar  PT9CUCT
TNLE ©LI° AA oo 0T TP
27N Pav70 T hhA  ©L9°
2AMN7 QA AOA P14.21m ovo- @
AT A7 CAIC PN Aa-b-1TF
0L PO 7 AT d.mi- ov-f
HeP 10714 Pov-@ RET1T79°
Phk i

“WIC NPA Ao-P T T80T VU
NLE9° . eF0C  ov-hé-2F
80P PHePrC AP PP
POPG ATNN0: CUONT ANESRC:
b e o R V0 B AL 1 A [ PR
PANTSLC NCYT: POTIT PG
AmO0P: NN Ve PANCHTS
I°CT: PATINAT ACOJ: PAVAP
aw QYL T PTG AP LI
PUPST Mé.C 9°CI°C PPN Ao 5
NCY 17 PhlTJAc

“ChL PN oo’ (AR AG
OAINTE  PII9°LTF  avvl PO

NooJ~1H A2T ©L9° AONT -TAT
heol oI A1PT PPIC AL

Po%.m-A- RARNTT ATl
P9y COTA nvae e AP 177
Py md9°  Pav-f  GCYT AT

02970 PAcm- AL a0+

government-accredited educational
institution or other government or
authorized body evidencing knowledge,
experience or skill in an area of expertise
and shall include indigenous
knowledges, handicraft, and those

professions relating to creative works;

“Indigenous knowledge” shall include
knowledge in natural resource use and
care, wealth management, dispute
resolution and peace building methods
in leadership, healthcare, biodiversity,
seeds and production, compounding and
use of traditional medicine, astronomy
and space that were developed and tested

over a long period of time;

“Handicraft” shall mean a kind of
profession which employs skills and
knowledge to make decorative objects
and products for day-to-day use, by hand
and with the help of simple tools; and
shall include products that showcase the
professional’s ~ artistry which was

developed over many repetitions and to



PATELXE 4ol AR LTPEALPE STAAN PALA 19000 LCPAT A0 ANT

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Authority for Civil Society Organizations

AT 000 oo P804 Ré.md- which his creative contribution is
Né Pam- PaAov-Pa- PAL ¢ crucial;

ANVTPA A 00 CUrOF o7 P CAT

fmPNAN:

7) “CavA  ww €U AT MG 7. “Traditional medicine” shall include

AMONP HeP LA AIC ONPA indigenous  healthcare  knowledges,
Ao-PAT: QUNETE  ATIET7 skills, and practices with proven
Pl emPAAN S I0J7 A“Th9°S

ms7 Aol Pam- 915

n°wNLan- o9  0r9°vc-r

T VA P1L14.G FP0LTTG shall include indigenous nutritional
A0-PGT  PAm- @l ULt "0 medicine;

A7 AIC 0NN AT

VRS 29 ehl- A

healthcare benefits evidenced by public

opinion or educational credentials and

8. “Traditional medicine practitioner” shall

8) “PaUA  UNI  TINT POOPT:
PATINNTG 910877 T PO 0 LI°
o-MAT7 Novmdd® 0L AT
(ahae-  +Paert  eATo animals and mineral products, and other
VEeMTI R 0L WAL NEP T religious or traditional methods
laomdg®  PVAT  WIADNNT acceptable to the local community.
A787.07 17NN Ao-PT
g-Hamo- 100 o-:

mean an individual recognized by the
community as a person that provides

medical services by using plants,

9. “Trade Union”, according to the Labour
Proclamation No. 1156/2019 shall mean

a union formed by employees to protect

9) “PCALTE “WNC TInT NAwss
WL T APE €PC 1156/2011

Lt Wt T T their rights and promote their interests.
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PP PF@7  ATIONNC AT
Vio- P eR oot IC -k

10) NAPE.  AG 0L7(-
TCAH?LP T [\IR))
14.977. LUSA-:

-1Am-
avan(, PY°

1) M7 2J P110Ado- W10
A T79° LaLIC A\t

3. P14.A7Lr T @07

LV avan @ (lovo- @ “WYNCYT oo N wo-
0217 P75 0-9° LCHEAT AL 4.2,
LUGTA::

nsA vat
AA ov- @ Y(é-T 9°H10 A5 £ I%

4. AN 72.L04.A72 PANAT EPC

1) OAPE K70 19 700 Wi 1
Ol T 09 kP h9°OT
AG hife 0Ag Ut AQA-l Povo-g
TQUOC ATIRRI° AI°HI0 Tovi\DrT
LA

2) (A1t onr (ov-Po- T4
QNT RPC APOT PTLI°A
aoP'r C141m AT QA2 AN
(.70 QAT oo T ROA-- Poo-

10. Definitions in the Proclamation and
Regulation shall also be applicable to

this Directive.

11. Reference to the masculine gender shall

include also the feminine.

3. Scope of Application

This Directive shall be applicable to any

organization that is registered as a

professional association.

Part Two
Registration of and support to Professional
Associations

4. Number of members required for
registration

1. Pursuant to Article 19 sub-article (1) of the
Proclamation, any five or more
professionals may apply for registration to
form a professional association.

2. The Authority may, in exceptional cases,
allow the formation of a professional
association where the number of members
practicing in the particular area of
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expertise in the whole country is less than
five.

3. Founding members shall be responsible to

show and prove the inadequacy of the
number of professionals for the purposes
of sub-article (2) of this Article.

Contents of an application for registration

Any application for registration of a
professional association shall include the
following in addition to the requirements
stated in Article 58(1) of the Proclamation:

1. Copies of the members’ professional
licenses or certificates in the stated
profession; and

2.  Whether the professional association seeks
to promote the interests of the general
public or non-member third parties in
addition to promoting the rights and
interests of its members.

6. Contents of Organizational Rule

Any professional association’s articles of

association shall have to at least include all the
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A2 175090 A0 ROA  heT
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8. Nov-¢ “WNCTT a1 AATTLT0-

N

1) PhZL BT AT
o CFm7 rtaddo- LCET IC
N"$L77 T Novo- @ TQUNCT T
Aavao)A] P97 CA YN0 7B
TPALTrT KheTLla-9® ¢

2) NI @9° MMA»ANE  C-FavlN
Poo- @ TNC PANAET hhnd IC
eeeH  PROCT O 8L
-0 (Noo)0F PALTE “N0C
MGT Nt heTAY:

9. Aov-@ YT PULRELD LT

AA»~ANE MHCS D074 Lo 70T
ANAT DG oo A0C Poo- @ “JNLTF
A LIET  ATMNLI I eoLh AT
LT A LawFT LTAMN:
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contents stipulated under Article 60 of the

Proclamation.

Being Open to New Members
Any professional association shall be open to
any new member who fulfils the criteria in

its organizational rule.

8. Associations that may not be registered as

Professional Associations

1. An application to be registered as a
professional association submitted by
employees of an undertaking shall not be
accepted where the said profession relates
to the activities of the undertaking.

2. Any professional association registered by
the Authority may not act as a trade union
by involving in the labour affairs of an
undertaking.

Support for Professional Associations

he Authority may, in collaboration with
government bodies working in the sector,
grant the following privileges with the view
of supporting and encouraging professional
associations:
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O, ov(id.7:

4) NC47 N°2.av4. Pav’p)0 T avil P
AT o0r 297 0e9° MLP OC
RTE.0TT Mo FFT

neEA AN
Pov- @ YNt MGt RS ANV Fo-
Po0Ta- POé- HCET

10. Pov-@ Y0t et

NNA»ANE oo NNo- Lo 7PAPN-
Poo. ¢ YN eerhtact AT
LT PA:

1. Partially lift the cap on administrative
expenses stipulated in the Administrative
Expenses Implementation Directive for
professional associations working for the
benefit of the public or that of third
parties;

2. Provide support from the Civil Society
Fund to professional associations that
strongly promote volunteerism;

3. Provide financial support for the research
and innovation works planned by
professional associations and cover the
expenses for publications and exhibitions
of their findings and products; and

4. Facilitate their acquisition of office space
temporarily or permanently in the
premises of government offices leading
the sector.

Part Three
Responsibilities and Areas of Engagement of
Professional Associations

10. Responsibilities of Professional
Associations

Professional associations registered by the
Authority shall have the following
responsibilities:
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1) 1074017 Pov-f HCE IPNG “15 Developing the goals and contributions of
Bl h: their particular profession;

2) ANnFro- (ov- £°F - Coordinating  the  collection  and
Py eLAR T O VAT AG PLAT formulation of the ideas and efforts of their

e members and getting them across to the
17900005 evpenC A3 INT: government, policymakers, and other
A A0, ACPEPT AT AMNT stakeholders;
AALCA hhat A14.LCN
a-+a0c:

8) Aov-fa- L6 UF NIAIAG Serving as a voice to their respective
0T N (1A PR professions and arranging platforms for
180 AL PTG @00 dialoguing and debating on various

matters;
AR Maanc:

4) Qov-PFo- P wl9° MHCE CTm'r Creating and facilitating ways and means

A LE PGS PIPCICC @-MtT7 for the dissemination of the various
. . research findings in their respective

AVALAANS A“Leomah ) To- hhat disciplines to the community and to other

PLCONTT7 o1 avemCS concerned bodies;

V5327 TaoFiFT

5) Pov-@ QNG LI0FT “MIETT
ao-fa-g” (NP NC LU vl Developing professional codes of conduct
APTavl. ao Pty oo and monitoring that the profession is

guided by such code;

6) hov- T IC L% CPr AT

ANICS VHA ANTPRR POLLLC)
ANT 2O 0T TG o

11. AAQAT PPI° 09704 Poo- ¢ QU1

Carrying out other related activities that
are beneficial to the county and the public

11. Professional Associations Promoting the

. Interests of their Members
PANAFF T -7

A0NNC  172.A

1) fov-g LT

1 (_P 1. Professional Associations may be formed
aoI-+G  pPI°

with the purpose of promoting the rights
and interests of members. However, they
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b K AYH
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7 haNT ov-fo- OC
T et hatto- 2000
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av, AARNAFTF - PTa.ee
AIANAT7 ool
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oo 14240 L1V TFo o0t haheik:
AT PTANA@7 oo 884° L1
naaamr  hageoi-  AOOTF
O17 PPI° oLl RETA9°
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may not be formed with the purpose of
splitting profit between members.

Professional associations formed to
promote the interests of their members
may engage in the following:

a. Ensuring freedom of profession and

innovation;

b. Advocating for the protection of the
professional  interests of  their

members;

c. Creating networking opportunities
within the association and with other
individuals/groups engaged in areas
related with the profession; and

d. Rendering various services to their
members.

Professional associations formed with the
purpose of promoting the interests of
members only may not work for the
interest of third parties unless such change
of purpose has been incorporated in their
organizational rule and the Authority is
notified of it.



PATELXE 4ol AR LTPEALPE STAAN PALA 19000 LCPAT A0 ANT

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Authority for Civil Society Organizations

12. (lov- P 2L P7LOM- Pov- @ VN1

1) Pov- @ 0T AANA T ool TG
PP9° hooféT (-T6"74 (lov-Po-
G @eI° UMM oot (e
AL A0S LA

2) Pav-f WYL Nlov-Par GIE
o L9 b T A Y L) ?o2.0m0-15
HC$79° erind-ra.0-1 vl AN
Ao 020N V9 Colavld- LIPTA:

3) Nov-P- G F LG L7158, avm-17
AA"? AClo- P RRov- TN LT
0.e70 eoLha-l7 a2t
LTCUFPA:

V. A0AE Nov-Par oo 70 Ao-PG
217 PTHVCT L9 AA Pov- g
7QLI18, FRIC O HAm CHICVCT
7L, LA oot

A, NASA: o0r Nov-Po- 0974
NPT AMMGw7 KAAT  PeH
ao |’y

h.  PTLEE oNNP PAONGCT
PhRLEP T oo PP oo (:

oo, (lov-P@- PAAPT “I00A PooP7
API° PIAONT avF

11

12. Professional Associations
Licensing Services

Providing

1. Professional associations may be engaged
in licencing or certifying services in their
particular area of profession in addition to
working to promote the rights and interests
of their members.

2. The licensing or certification services to be
rendered by professional associations and
their monitoring of the profession shall be
governed by the rules to be set by the
government body regulating the sector.

3. Professional associations that aim to
render licensing and certification services
shall, in addition to the requirements to be
set the by the relevant regulatory
government body, fulfil the following:

a. The members shall hold credentials
issued from government-accredited
educational or other competency-
certifying institutions;

b. The association has as its members the
majority of the professionals in the
country in a particular discipline;

c. The association has an internal
organizational and operational
structure; and

d. The association shall have the

capability to become a center of
excellence in the particular discipline.
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4. For the purposes of this Directive, the

majority referred to in sub-article (3) (b) of
this article shall mean that the number of
members in the association constitute
more than 75% of the professionals
engaged in that particular profession in the
country.

13. Professional Associations Working for the
Benefit of The General Public or of Third
Parties

1. Any Professional association may work

for the benefit of third parties in addition
to promoting the rights and interests of its
members, provided that it is stated as an

objective in its organizational rule.

Professional associations working for the
benefit of the general public or that of third
parties are encouraged to focus on special
contributions they can make through their

particular profession.

. When professional associations work for

the benefit of the general public or that of
third parties, the implementation of
administrative costs shall be carried out in

accordance with the Directive on the
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Implementation of Administrative

Expenses No.1/2021.

14. Professional Associations of Indigenous
Knowledges

1. Where a professional association of

indigenous knowledges is to be formed, its
members shall have to present written
proof of experience and knowledge from
the Ministry of Culture and Sport, the
Micro, Small and Medium [Businesses]
Development Authority or other relevant

government body.

Traditional medicine practitioners wishing
to form professional associations shall
present their licenses and certificates of
competence issued by the Ministry of
Health or Ethiopian Food and Drug

Administration.

A certificate of registration granted in
accordance with this article shall not serve
as a certificate of competence or a license

to render medical services.
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Part Four

Miscellaneous Provisions

15. Transitory Provision

Where professional associations which were
registered before the coming into effect of this
Directive decide to engage in the additional
objectives laid down in Part Three of this
Directive, shall have to incorporate
statements to that effect in their
organizational rule and notify the Authority
of the same.

16. Amendment

The Authority may amend this Directive at
any time.

17. Effective Date

This Directive shall enter into force on the day it
is publicized by the Authority’s website After
registered by the Ministry of justice and signed
by the Director-General of the Authority.

Jima Dilbo Denbel
Director-General
Authority for Civil Society Organizations
November 06, 2021



